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DELHI2020,themovie“inspired”
by events during riots in
NortheastDelhi in2020,willnot
be screened in theatres or any
other platform without a
CBFC (Central Board of Film
Certification) certification, and a
disclaimerwill be used for the
trailer, the producers told the
DelhiHighCourt on Friday. The
assurance came as Additional
SolicitorGeneralChetanSharma,
appearing for theUniongovern-
ment’sMinistry of Information
and Broadcasting aswell as the
CBFC, informed Justice Sachin
DattathatnoCBFCcertificationis
required for the release of the
trailerofthefilmonsocialmedia.

Thiscomesadayafterriotsac-
cusedactivistSharjeelImamand
sixothersmovedthreepetitions
before theHighCourt, seeking a
stay on the release of themovie
slated for release on February 2.
JusticeDattahasreservedtheor-
der inthematter.

Oneof thepetitionshasbeen
movedbyfivepersons—riotvic-
timsSahilParvezwholosthisfa-
ther and Mohd Saeed Salman
whosemotherwas burnt alive;
and three accused Akil Ahmed,
Sonu andTasleemAhmed (who
is still in jail). Imam’s petition
seeksthecourt’sdirectiontotake
down all pre-releasematerial
suchasposters,images,andtrail-

ers until his trial is completed.
Bothpetitions seeka stayon the
releaseuntil thetrial inthecases
involvingthecomplainantsorthe
accusediscompleted.

The thirdpetition, filedbyan
independent candidate contest-
ing the February 5 Delhi
Assembly polls from Rajinder
Nagar,Umang,isseekingastayor
banon the releaseof themovies
incinemas,ontelevision,andOTT
platforms, and an order to re-
move the trailerof the film from
YouTube andother socialmedia
platforms.Hehasalsosoughtthe
revocationof the film’s certifica-
tion under the Cinematograph
Act, 1952, andactionagainst the
filmmakers andothers linked to
the launch of the film and shar-
ingvideos,whichhesaidhasthe
potential to create communal
disharmony.

MidasTouchFilmsandVisual
Birds Studio, the production
houses for the film represented
bysenioradvocateJayantMehta,
emphasisedbeforethecourtthat
the film is inspired by the true
eventsof theDelhi riotsof 2020,
asthetrailerclaims,andthat it is
only“inspiredbyandisnotatrue
depiction.”Mehtawentontoadd
that theyhad applied for certifi-
cation before the CBFC but had
notyetreceivedthesame.

BothMehta, as well as ASG
Sharma,contestedthemaintain-
ability of the petitions, adding
thatitisprematureintheabsence
ofCBFCcertificationandthatsuch

achallengecannotbemadewith-
out taking recourseunder the IT
(Intermediary Guidelines and
DigitalMediaEthicsCode).

Pressing for taking down of
the trailer, Imam’s counsel
WarishaFarasatpointedout,“He
(Imam) is themain personwho
isbeingshowninthetrailer...and
why the trailer should go is, the
very beginning of the trailer it
starts with him... this will be
greatly prejudiced againstme.
Visualmediumcanhave ahuge
impactandallofthesethingsbe-
come fundamental... (I have a)
right to fair trial... please look at
the trailer... they’ve not tried to
hidemyidentity,they’venottried
to show that it’s notme... every-
thinginthemovie(trailer),points
tothefactthatitisme,rightfrom
the comments duplicated from
chargesheet attributed tome...
there’snowaytocamouflagethe
identity...theremaybemoreprej-
udicial thingsinthemovie.”

Advocate Amit George, ap-
pearingfortheindependentcan-
didate, also argued before the
court, “TodayMCC is in opera-
tion... Ihaveacuratedprayer,my
submissionisatrailerof thisna-
ture and of course, the film,
skewsthedemographicpattern,
and impacts the electoral
process adversely as it creates
disharmonyandinthetimethat
theMCC is inplaceother funda-
mentalrightshavetogodownfor
theoverarchingneedof freeand
fairelections.”

INRESPONSETOPETITIONSBYSHARJEEL IMAM,OTHERS

Delhi 2020 won’t be released
without a CBFC certificate,
producers assure High Court
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DISCHARGEBYSTPS:BENCHWARNSOFCONTEMPTOFCOURT

SOHINIGHOSH
NEWDELHI, JANUARY31

THE DELHI High Court has ex-
pressedireattheDelhiJalBoard
(DJB)fornottakingitsorders“se-
riously”overthedischargeofef-
fluentsinYamuna.Incaseof fur-
ther inaction, the courtwarned
thatit“wouldnothesitateintak-
ingstrictandsternaction”under
the Contempt of Courts Act to
ensure that its directives are
“properlycompliedwith”.

A division bench of Justice
Prathiba Singh and Justice
Manmeet Pritam Singh Arora
was dealingwith a petition re-
lated to the functioning of
sewagetreatmentplants (STPs)
on January28.

Of the37STPs,DJBchief en-
gineer Bhupesh Kumar in-
formed the court, flowmeters
have been installed only at the
effluent outlets of 22 STPs. For
four additional STPs, the flow
meters are expected to be in-
stalled by March, the court
was told.

The 37 STPs under the DJB
take care of sewage from the
domestic and residential areas
that flowintotheYamunaRiver.
Industrial effluents are under

the jurisdiction of the Delhi
State Industrial and
Infrastructure Development
Corporation (DSIIDC). The sub-
mission came as the court
noted that it issued specific or-
ders in November 2024 to in-
stall flowmeters at thepointof
discharge in all 37 STPs. For 22
STPs, the flowmetershadbeen
installed as part of their con-
struction projects, nearly four-
fiveyearsago, indicatingthatno
flowmetershavebeeninstalled
followingthecourt’sdirections

inNovember 2024.
“This reveals an unsatisfac-

toryposition,” thebenchnoted
in its order on January 28. “The
issueofSTPsisbeingmonitored
andhasbeendealtwithby this
court since April 2024. In any
eventsinceNovember12,2024,
no steps appear to have been
takenbytheDJBfortheinstalla-
tion of flowmeters... This gives
an impression to theCourt that
theDJBhasnottakentheorders
of this Court seriously and to
date, only estimates are being

prepared...Thispositioniscom-
pletely not acceptable to the
court,” it added.

“The court is refraining from
taking any action against Mr
BhupeshKumar (chief engineer
SDWDJB)ashehasnowgivenan
assurance that the estimate for
the remaining11STPswouldbe
ready and the flowmeters shall
beinstalledwithinamonth.Ifthe
samearenot installed, thecourt
isclearthatitwouldnothesitate
in taking strict and stern action
inaccordancewithlaw,bothun-
der the Contempt of Courts Act
asalsoanyotherlawwhichmay
be applicable to ensure that the
directionsof the court areprop-
erly compliedwith,” the bench
furthersaid.

Thecourthasalsoaddedthe
DSIIDC as a party to the litiga-
tionanddirected it to file anaf-
fidavit incourt,givingdetailsof
how many Common Effluent
Treatment Plants (CETPs) have
beeninstalledoraresupervised
by the DSIIDC and if any more
CETPs are required to be in-
stalled to curbuntreatedwater
flowing into the river, and
whether the CETPs have flow
meters and sensors tomonitor
the effluents discharged into
the river.

Gangster Neeraj
Bawana’s uncle
injured after car
crashes into his
Mundka office

DJBnot takingcourt’s orders
onYamunaseriously, saysHC

Thecourtwasdealingwithapetitionrelatedtothe
functioningof sewagetreatmentplantsonJan28.Archive

How investigation
into hit-and-run in
Gr Noida unearth
murder, reveal cops
NEETIKAJHA
GREATERNOIDA, JANUARY31

FORAfewdays,afamilythought
their 22-year-old daughterwas
killedinaroadaccident.Theini-
tial signspointed to it too—po-
lice found that a black Scorpio
ranheroverand fled the spot. It
was only as police dug deeper
that a more sinister story
emerged.

Policefirstreceivedinforma-
tionaboutthecaseonJanuary18
when a 45-year-oldman came
to register a complaint at
KnowledgeParkPolicestationin
Greater Noida. He said his
daughter was killed two days
ago inanaccident.

TheyregisteredanFIRunder
sections 281 (rash driving) and
106 (causing death by negli-
gence) of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita. “TheGreaterNoidapo-
lice found that the car involved
in the accident was a black
Scorpio,bearingaDelhiregistra-
tionplate.Itwasregisteredinthe
nameofShivPandey,”saidSaad
MiyaKhan,DCP,GreaterNoida.

OnFriday, theGreaterNoida
police arrested Pandey and his
wife Pratima, residents of
Sultanpur, for the crime. It was
during questioning of the cou-

ple, police said, that they found
that the duo allegedly planned
tomakeit looklikeahitandrun.
Itwasamurder,police said.

TheDCPsaidtheincidentoc-
curred in Greater Noida’s
Tugalpurarea.

Duringtheinvestigation,po-
lice said it was revealed that
Pandeyandthevictimhadbeen
in a relationship for over a year
after theymet in aprivate com-
pany where they worked as
marketing professionals. “(The
victimwas)unawareofPandey’s
marital status... his wife then
foundoutabout them,” said the
officer.

“Thevictim,meanwhile,was
allegedly pressuring Pandey to
giveherashare inhisproperty...
ThisdidnotsitwellwithPandey
andPratimaandtheyconspired
tokill thevictim,” said theDCP.

On January 16, police said
Pandeymessaged the victim to
come to Tugalpur and then al-
legedly hit her with his car.
Pratimawas sitting inside, said
police.

“Wehaverevisedthecharges
toBNS sections103(1) (punish-
ment for murder) and 238(a)
(causing disappearance of evi-
dence of offence or giving false
informationtoscreenoffender),”
theDCPsaid.

ADITYAVADDEPALLI
NEWDELHI, JANUARY31

WITHTHEtheme‘Republic@75’,
theNewDelhiWorld Book Fair
(NDWBF) 2025 opens on
Saturday at the Bharat
Mandapam.Theevent,whichwill
concludeonFebruary9,willcele-
brate 75years of India’s journey
asarepublic.

NDWBF 2025will bring to-
getherleadingvoicesfromdiverse
cultures,andfields,includingliter-
ature,governance,technology,art,
andcinema. Visitorswill beable
to interactwith leading authors,
poets, and translators in vibrant
literarydiscussions.Publicfigures
suchasPankajTripathi,Phonsokh
Ladakhi, Pushpesh Pant, Shashi
Tharoor, Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat, Govind Dholakia,
KumarVishwas,PrakashJha,and
Admiral RakeshSharmawill en-
gagewith audience in their ses-
sionsacrossthenine-dayevent.

Thisyearwillalsoseeaninter-
nationalfocusontherichliterary
and cultural heritage of Russia
through curated exhibits under
the‘RoosSeAayiKitabein’.

Additionally,thefairwillhave
adedicatedspaceforyoungread-
erswithstorytelling,workshops,
andinteractiveactivities.TheB2B
ZoneandRightsExchangeForum
(NewDelhiRightsTable)provide

platformsforpublishers,authors,
andstakeholderstoconnectglob-
ally. NDWBF2025will alsowit-
ness cultural performances cele-
brating India’s diversity and
heritage, a dedicated lounge for
publishedauthors,andanillustra-
tors’zonetoshowcasetheworks
of illustratorsinpublishing.

With an aim tohighlight the
spirit of democracy, inclusivity,
andunity indiversity thatdefine
thenation’sjourney,theMinistry
ofEducationeventisorganisedby
theNationalBookTrust, India.

As part of the Festival of
Festivals (FoF), an initiative
launchedbyNBT,in2024,various
book festivals and literary plat-
formswill come together on a
sharedstageatNDWBF2025.1

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,JANUARY31

ANINDEPENDENTcandidateand
uncle of jailed gangster Neeraj
Bawanawas injured after a car
crashed into his office in Outer
Delhi’sMundka,policesaid.

RambirShokeen,whoiscon-
testing the Delhi polls from
Mundka, suffered a leg injury.
Police, however, have ruled out
anymalice.

According to police, the inci-
dent took place at 11.23 am,
promptingaPCRcall to the local
policestation.

CCTV footage from the area
showed the car veering off-road
andcrashingintotheofficespace,
flingingpeople intheway.

Accordingtotheinvestigation,
a Class XII student from
KamruddinNagarwasonhisway
toafarewellpartywithhisuncle
inaborrowedcarwhentheacci-
dent occurred. “Hemistakenly
pressedtheacceleratorofthecar
and,inpanic,turnedthesteering
wheel and the car entered the
house of Rambir Shokeen. The
boy and his uncle did not run
away andwere at the spot. The
call was alsomade a couple of
hoursaftertheincident,”saidDCP
(Outer)SachinSharma.

Authorities confirmed that
theincidentwaspurelyacciden-
talandnotanactofassault.Police
said they have registered a case
underrelevantsectionsofthelaw.

Shokeen contested theDelhi
electionsin2013asanindepend-
ent candidate and won from
Mundka. Hewas booked under
theMCOCAin2015.Accordingto
police, he allegedly provided
Bawanafinancialandlogisticsup-
portandusedthegangster’sclout
while contesting elections. He
was subsequently arrested in
2016,afterayearof beingonthe
runfromthepolice.

Followinghisarrest,Shokeen
escapedfromthecustodyofUttar
Pradesh Police fromSafdarjung
Hospitalin2018andwasarrested
again in 2020.Hewas acquitted
of MCOCA charges in 2023 but
wasjailedforfourmonthsforre-
peatedly ignoring court sum-
mons.

AmritUdyanatRashtrapati
Bhavan(earlierknownas
theMughalGardens) is set
toopentothepublic for the
springseasonbetween
February2andMarch30.
AmitMehra

New Delhi World
Book Fair 2025
set to open today

Thenine-dayeventwill
focusontherich literaryand
culturalheritageofRussia
throughcuratedexhibits.
Express

4 held after cop
injured in road
rage incident
NewDelhi: Fourmenhavebeen
arrested after aDelhi Police sub-
inspector,whowasdeployed on
election duty,was allegedly as-
saultedandinjuredinaroadrage
incident in the early hours of
Friday.Accordingtothepolice,the
incident occurred around12.30
amwhen theofficerwas return-
inghomefromduty.

“Avideoof anassaultof apo-
lice officer in the area of
Bhajanpuraisbeingcirculatedon
socialmediaplatforms.Acasehas
beenregisteredatBhajanpurapo-
lice station. All four accused in-
volvedwere identified and ar-
rested within hours. Further
probe is in progress,” said DCP,
Northeast,AshishMishra.ENS
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