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DISCHARGE BY STPs:BENCH WARNS OF CONTEMPT OF COURT

DJB not taking court’s orders
on Yamuna seriously, says HC

SOHINIGHOSH
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 31

THE DELHI High Court has ex-
pressed ire at the Delhi Jal Board
(DJB)for not taking its orders “se-
riously” over the discharge of ef-
fluentsin Yamuna. In case of fur-
ther inaction, the court warned
thatit “would not hesitate in tak-
ingstrictand sternaction” under
the Contempt of Courts Act to
ensure that its directives are
“properly complied with".

A division bench of Justice
Prathiba Singh and Justice
Manmeet Pritam Singh Arora
was dealing with a petition re-
lated to the functioning of
sewage treatment plants (STPs)
on January 28.

Of the 37 STPs, DJB chief en-
gineer Bhupesh Kumar in-
formed the court, flow meters
have been installed only at the
effluent outlets of 22 STPs. For
four additional STPs, the flow
meters are expected to be in-
stalled by March, the court
was told.

The 37 STPs under the DJB
take care of sewage from the
domestic and residential areas
that flow into the Yamuna River.
Industrial effluents are under

The court was dealing with a petition related to the
functioning of sewage treatment plants on Jan 28. Archive

the jurisdiction of the Delhi
State Industrial and
Infrastructure Development
Corporanon (DSIIDC). The sub-
mission came as the court
noted that it issued specific or-
ders in November 2024 to in-
stall flow meters at the point of
discharge in all 37 STPs. For 22
STPs, the flow meters had been
installed as part of their con-
struction projects, nearly four-
five years ago, indicating that no
flow meters have been installed
following the court’s directions

New Delhi World
Book Fair 2025
set to open today

ADITYAVADDEPALLI
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 31

'WITH THE theme ‘Republic@75',
the New Delhi World Book Fair
(NDWBF) 2025 opens on
Saturday at the Bharat
Mandapam. The event, which will
conclude on February 9, will cele-
brate 75 years of India’s journey
asarepublic.

NDWBF 2025 will bring to-
getherleading voices fromdiverse
cultures,and fields, including iter-
ature,governance, technology,art,
and cinema. Visitors will be able
to interact with leading authors,
poets, and translators in vibrant
literary discussions. Public figures
such as Pankaj Tripathi, Phonsokh
Ladakhi, Pushpesh Pant, Shashi
Tharoor, Gajendra  Singh
Shekhawat, Govind Dholakia,
Kumar Vishwas, Prakash Jha,and
Admiral Rakesh Sharma will en-
gage with audience in their ses-
sions across the nine-day event.

Thisyearwill alsosee aninter-
national focus on the rich literary
and cultural heritage of Russia
through curated exhibits under
the ‘Roos Se Aayi Kitabein'.

Additionally, the fair will have
adedicated space foryoungread-
ers with storytelling, workshops,
andinteractiveactivities. The B2B
Zone and Rights Exchange Forum
(New Delhi Rights Table) provide

The nine-day event will
focus on the rich literary and
cultural heritage of Russia
through curated exhibits.
Express

p]arforms for publishers, authors,
onnectglob-

in November 2024.

“This reveals an unsatisfac-
tory position,” the bench noted
inits order on January 28. “The
issue of STPs is being monitored
and has been dealt with by this
court since April 2024. In any
event since November 12,2024,
no steps appear to have been
taken by the DJB for the installa-
tion of flow meters... This gives
animpression to the Court that
the DJB has not taken the orders
of this Court seriously and to
date, only estimates are being

prepared... This position is com-
pletely not acceptable to the
court,” itadded.

“The court is refraining from
taking any action against Mr
Bhupesh Kumar (chief engineer
SDW DJB)as he has now givenan
assurance that the estimate for
the remaining 11 STPs would be
ready and the flow meters shall
beinstalled withinamonth.Ifthe
same are not installed, the court
isclear thatit would not hesitate
in taking strict and stern action
inaccordance withlaw, bothun-
der the Contempt of Courts Act
asalso any other law which may
be applicable to ensure that the
directions of the court are prop-
erly complied with,” the bench
further said.

The court hasalso added the
DSIIDC as a party to the litiga-
tion and directed it to file an af-
fidavit in court, giving details of
how many Common Effluent
Treatment Plants (CETPs) have
beeninstalled or are supervised
by the DSIIDC and if any more
CETPs are required to be in-
stalled to curb untreated water
flowing into the river, and
whether the CETPs have flow
meters and sensors to monitor
the effluents discharged into
the river.

How investigation
into hit-and-run in
Gr Noida unearth
murder, reveal cops

NEETIKAJHA
GREATERNOIDA, JANUARY 31

FORAfew days, a family thought
their 22-year-old daughter was
killed inaroad accident. The ini-
tial signs pointed to it too — po-
lice found that a black Scorpio
ran her over and fled the spot. It
was only as police dug deeper
that a more sinister story
emerged.

Police first received informa-
tionabout the case on January 18
when a 45-year-old man came
to register a complaint at

ark Police stationin

ally. NDWBF 2025 will also wit-
ness cultural performances cele-
brating India’s diversity and
heritage, a dedicated lounge for
published authors,and anillustra-
tors’ zone to showcase the works
ofillustrators in publishing.
‘With an aim to highlight the
spirit of democracy, inclusivity,
and unity in diversity that define
the nation’s Joumey the Mmlstry

Greater Noida. He said his
daughter was killed two days
agoinanaccident.

They registered an FIR under
sections 281 (rash driving) and
106 (causing death by negli-
gence) of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita. “The Greater Noida po-
lice found that the car involved
in the accident was a black
Scorpio, bearinga De]hl registra-

of Educationeventi:
the National Book Trust, [ndla.
As part of the Festival of
Festivals (FoF), an initiative
launched by NBT,in 2024, various
book festivals and literary plat-
forms will come together on a
shared stage at NDWBF 2025.1

tion plate. It wa inthe
name of Shiv Pandey,” said Saad
Miya Khan, DCP, Greater Noida.
On Friday, the Greater Noida
police arrested Pandey and his
wife Pratima, residents of
Sultanpur, for the crime. It was
during questioning of the cou-

ple, police said, that they found
that the duo allegedly planned
tomakeitlooklikeahitand run.
It was a murder, police said.

The DCPsaid theincident oc-
curred in Greater Noida's
Tugalpur area.

During the investigation, po-
lice said it was revealed that
Pandey and the victim had been
in a relationship for over a year
after they met in a private com-
pany where they worked as
marketing professionals. “(The
victimwas) unaware of Pandey’s
marital status... his wife then
found out about them,” said the
officer.

IN RESPONSE TO PETITIONS BY SHARJEEL IMAM, OTHERS

Delhi 2020 won'’t be released
without a CBFC certificate,
producers assure High Court

SOHINIGHOSH
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 31

ers until his trial is completed.
Both petitions seek a stay on the
release until the trial in the cases

DELHI 2020, the movie “inspired”
by events during riots in
Northeast Delhi in 2020, will not
be screened in theatres or any
other platform without a
CBFC (Central Board of Film
Certification) certification, and a
disclaimer will be used for the
trailer, the producers told the
Delhi High Court on Friday. The
assurance came as Additional
Solicitor General Chetan Sharma,
appearing for the Union govern-
ment's Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting as well as the
CBFC, informed Justice Sachin
Dattathatno CBFC certificationis
required for the release of the
trailerof the film on social media.

involvingthec the
accused is completed.

The third petition, filed by an
independent candidate contest-
ing the February 5 Delhi
Assembly polls from Rajinder
Nagar, Umang, is seeking a stay or
ban on the release of the movies
incinemas, on television,and OTT
platforms, and an order to re-
move the trailer of the film from
YouTube and other social media
platforms. He has also sought the
revocation of the film’s certifica-
tion under the Cinematograph
Act, 1952, and action against the
filmmakers and others linked to
the launch of the film and shar-
ing videos, which he said has the
potential to create communal

“The victim,
allegedly pressuring Pandey lo
give hera share in his property...
This did not sit well with Pandey
and Pratima and they conspired
tokill the victim,” said the DCP.

On January 16, police said
Pandey messaged the victim to
come to Tugalpur and then al-
legedly hit her with his car.
Pratima was sitting inside, said
police.

“We have revised the charges
to BNS sections 103(1) (punish-
ment for murder) and 238(a)
(causing disappearance of evi-
dence of offence or giving false
information to screen offender),”
the DCP said.

This comes aday after riots ac-
cused activist Sharjeel Imamand
six others moved three petitions
before the High Court, seeking a
stay on the release of the movie
slated for release on February 2.
Justice Datta has reserved the or-
derin the matter.

One of the petitions has been
moved by five persons — riot vic-
tims Sahil Parvez who lost his fa-
ther and Mohd Saeed Salman
whose mother was burnt alive;
and three accused Akil Ahmed,
Sonu and Tasleem Ahmed (who
is still in jail). Imam’s petition
seeks the court'sdirection to take

Midas Touch Films and Visual
Birds Studio, the production
houses for the film represented
bysemoradvocate]ayantMehta

achallenge cannotbe made with-
out taking recourse under the IT
(Intermediary Guidelines and
Digital Media Ethics Code).
Pressing for taking down of
the trailer, Imam’s counsel
‘Warisha Farasat pointed out, “He
(Imam) is the main person who
isbeing shownin the trailer...and
why the trailer should go is, the
very beginning of the trailer it
starts with him... this will be
greatly prejudiced against me.
Visual medium can have a huge
impactand all of these things be-
come fundamental... (I have a)
right to fair trial... please look at
the trailer... they've not tried to
hide myidentity, they've not tried
to show that it's not me... every-
thingin the movie trailer), points
tothefactthatitis me, right from
the comments duplicated from
chargesheet attributed to me...
there’s noway to camouflage the
identity... there may be more prej-
udicial things in the movie.”
Advocate Amit George, ap-

ourt that
the film is inspired by the true
events of the Delhi riots of 2020,
as the trailer claims, and thatitis
only“inspired by andisnota true
depiction.” Mehtawentontoadd
that they had applied for certifi-
cation before the CBFC but had
not yet received the same.
Both Mehta, as well as ASG
Sharma, contested the maintain-
ablhty of the petmons addmg

down all pre-rel material
suchas posters,images, and trail-

thatit
©of CBFCcertificationand thatsuch

pearingforthei can-
didate, also argued before the
court, “Today MCC is in opera-
tion... have a curated prayer, my
submission is a trailer of this na-
ture and of course, the film,
skews the demographic pattern,
and impacts the electoral
process adversely as it creates
disharmony and in the time that
the MCCis in place other funda-
mental rights have to go down for
the overarching need of free and
fair elections.”
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COLOURS
OF SPRING

Amrit Udyan at Rashtrapati
Bhavan (earlier known as
the Mughal Gardens) is set
to open to the public for the
spring season between
February 2 and March 30.
Amit Mehra

Gangster Neeraj
Bawana’s uncle
injured after car
crashes into his
Mundka office

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 31

ANINDEPENDENT candidate and
uncle of jailed gangster Neeraj
Bawana was injured after a car
crashed into his office in Outer
Delhi’s Mundka, police said.

Rambir Shokeen, who is con-
testing the Delhi polls from
Mundka, suffered a leg injury.
Police, however, have ruled out
any malice.

According to police, the inci-
dent took place at 11.23 am,
prompting a PCR call to the local
police station.

CCTV footage from the area
showed the car veering off-road
and crashinginto the office space,
flinging people in the way.

According to the investigation,
a Class XII student from
Kamruddin Nagar was on his way
to a farewell party with his uncle
inaborrowed car when the acci-
dent occurred. “He mistakenly
pressed the accelerator of the car
and, in panic, turned the steering
wheel and the car entered the
house of Rambir Shokeen. The
boy and his uncle did not run
away and were at the spot. The
call was also made a couple of
hoursafter theincident,” said DCP
(Outer) Sachin Sharma.

Authorities confirmed that
theincident was purely acciden-
taland notanact of assault. Police
said they have registered a case
under relevantsections of the law.

Shokeen contested the Delhi
electionsin2013 asanindepend-
ent candidate and won from
Mundka. He was booked under
the MCOCAin2015. According to
police, he allegedly provided
Bawana financial and logistic sup-
portand used the gangster’s clout
while contesting elections. He
was subsequently arrested in
2016, after a year of being on the
run from the police.

Following his arrest, Shokeen
escaped from the custody of Uttar
Pradesh Police from Safdarjung
Hospitalin2018 and was arrested
again in 2020. He was acquitted
of MCOCA charges in 2023 but
was jailed for four months for re-
peatedly ignoring court sum-
mons.

4 held after cop
injured in road
rage incident

New Delhi: Four men have been
arrested after a Delhi Police sub-
inspector, who was deployed on
election duty, was allegedly as-
saulted and injured inaroad rage
incident in the early hours of
Friday. According to the police, the
incident occurred around 12.30
am when the officer was return-
ing home from duty.

“Avideo of an assault of a po-
lice officer in the area of
Bhajanpurais being circulated on
social media platforms. A case has
beenregistered at Bhajanpura po-
lice station. All four accused in-
volved were identified and ar-
rested within hours. Further
probe is in progress,” said DCP,
Northeast, Ashish Mishra. ENS
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